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ALTERNATIVES

• Everson Creek (2,160 acres)
• Lewis’s Lookout (480 acres))
• BLM lands along the Madison River located between

Cliff Lake and the DFO boundary not already with-
drawn (4,661 acres)

• Muddy Creek/Big Sheep Creek (15,240 acres)
• Road Agent Rock (10 acres)
• Squirrel Rock (10 acres)
• Virginia City (340 acres)
• Wedding Ring Rock (10 acres)
• Westslope cutthroat trout stream habitats, 100’ either

side of stream, with purity of 90 percent or greater
(3,098 acres)

Map 34 depicts these locations.

Alternative D

Management would be the same as described in Alternative
A, except the least number of acres would be recommended
for withdrawal under this alternative.

Approximately 481 acres would be recommended for with-
drawal from the mining law, including the following areas:

• Axolotl Lakes acquisition lands (400 acres, in progress)
• Lewis’s Lookout (40 acres)
• Road Agent Rock (10 acres)
• Squirrel Rock (10 acres)
• Wedding Ring Rock (10 acres)

Map 35 depicts these locations.

Developed recreation sites would not be proposed for with-
drawal under this alternative. Instead, FLPMA right-of-ways
would be reserved for all developed recreation sites not al-
ready withdrawn from mineral entry. Table 7 summarizes
the acres proposed for withdrawal by alternative.

MINERALS – MINERAL
MATERIALS

Goal – Provide for the extraction of mineral materials
to meet public demand, while minimizing adverse im-
pacts to other resource values.

Management Common to All Alternatives

Currently authorized mineral material sites would be main-
tained as open under all alternatives unless circumstances
dictate they should be closed. Extraction of gravel from pre-
viously disturbed sites would be encouraged. No mineral
materials would be taken from any valid existing mining
claim.

Alternative A

Under continuation of current management, new mineral
material sites would be evaluated on a case-by-case basis.
With the exception of lands located in the Bear Trap Wil-
derness and within Wilderness Study Area boundaries (a
total of 129,204 acres), the entire planning area would be
available for establishment of future sites, pending site-spe-
cific analysis. Map 36 depicts areas available and unavail-
able for future material sites, subject to site-specific review.
Terms and conditions to protect public land and resource
values would be applied on a case-by-case basis.

Alternative B

Under Alternative B, several areas in addition to the Bear
Trap Wilderness and Wilderness Study Areas would be off-
limits for consideration of mineral material sites. These ar-
eas include the following:

• Centennial Sandhills
• Christnot Mill
• Developed recreation sites

Table 7 
Acres Proposed for Withdrawal from 

Locatable Mineral Entry by Alternative 

Alt. A Alt. B Alt. C Alt. D 

Axolotl Lakes 

Beaverhead Rock 

Christnot Mill 

Developed Rec Sites 

Everson Creek 

Lewis’ Lookout 

Madison River lands 

Muddy Creek 

Public lands east of 
Matsingale Creek 

Road Agent Rock 

Squirrel Rock 

Virginia City 

Wedding Ring Rock 

WCT 90% 

Total 

400 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

12,270 

10 

10 

0 

10 

0 

12,700 

400 

120* 

20 

797 

1,260* 

160 

1,609 

0 

0 

10 

10 

340* 

10 

0 

5,636 

1,517 

120 

20 

797 

2,160 

480 

4,661 

13,097 

0 

10 

10 

340 

10 

3,078 

25,963 

400 

120* 

0 

0 

8,608* 

40 

0 

0 

0 

10 

10 

0 

10 

0 

481 

* This would be considered “special management” to protect 
relevant and important values with a proposed ACEC in this 
alternative. See the ACEC section for additional details. 
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